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EDUCATION 
02/2007  Ph.D. in Economics (summa cum laude) at Freie Universität Berlin 

Supervisors: Prof. Viktor Steiner (FU-Berlin) and Prof. Richard Blundell 
(University College London, UCL) 

02/2003  Diploma in Economics at Humboldt Universität 

04/2000 – 02/2003  Graduate Studies in Economics at Humboldt Universität Berlin and 
University of Toronto 

09/1998 – 03/2000 Undergraduate Studies in Economics and Political Sciences at Albert-
Ludwigs- Universität, Freiburg 

 

RECENT EMPLOYMENT 
2011-   Head of the Department for Public Economics, DIW- Berlin 
2010-2011 Junior Professor for Public Finance at Goethe-Universität Frankfurt 
2003-2010 Research Associate at DIW Berlin 
 
RECENT VISITING POSITIONS 
06/2009 – 08/2009 Visiting Researcher at the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) and at the 

Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER) at Essex University, UK 
03/2009 - 06/2009  Visiting Researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research  
09/2007 – 09/2008 Visiting Researcher at the Paris School of Economics  
2004 – 2009     Visiting Researcher at the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS)  
 
 
PRIZES AND HONOURS 

• Best paper award of the Polish National Bank  - Bank i Kredyt  (joint with Michal Myck) 
• Best paper award at the 8th conference of the German Socio Economic Panel (joint with 

Victoria Prowse and Arne Uhlendorff) 
• Best paper award of the DIW-Berlin (joint with Michal Myck) 
• DAAD Post-Doc Scholarship 

 
 
EXTERNALLY FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS 
 

• Health, the welfare system and the behavior of private households (Thyssen Stiftung) 
• Longevity, life-cycle behavior and fiscal policy, joint with Victoria Prowse (NETSPAR) 
• Optimal Income Taxation - An Empirical Comparison for France, Germany and the UK 
• Post-Doc Scholarship of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 
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PUBLICATIONS IN REFEREED JOURNALS: 

 
 

2011 - 
 

• Intertemporal Labor Supply and Involuntary Unemployment, (with Arne Uhlendorff)  
forthcoming Empirical Economics 

• Can Child Care Policy Encourage Employment and Fertility? Evidence from a Structural. 
(with Katharina Wrohlich) forthcoming  Labour Economics 

• Multi-family households in a labour supply model: a calibration method with 
application to Poland, (with Michal Myck)  forthcoming in Applied Economics 
 

2010 
 

• A Structural Approach to Estimating the Effect of Taxation on the Labor Market 
Dynamics of Older Workers, Econometrics Journal, Vol. 13, Nr.3, pp 99 – 125 (with 
Victoria Prowse). 

• A Multi-State Model of State Dependence in Labor Supply, Labour Economics, Vol. 17, 
Nr. 2, pp. 323-335. 

• Making Work Pay in a Rationed Labour Market, Journal of Population Economics, Vol. 
23, Nr. 1, pp. 323-351 (with Olivier Bargain, Marco Caliendo and Kristian Orsini).  

• Optimal Taxation: The Design of Child Related Cash and In-Kind Benefits, German 
Economic Review, Vol. 11/3 (2010), 278-301 (with Katharina Wrohlich).  

• Safety net still in transition: labour market consequences of extending support for 
poorest families in Poland, Bank i Kredyt, Vol. 41, Nr. 3, pp. 5-34 (with Michal Myck).  
 

2009 
• Dynamics of Poor Health and Non-Employment, Journal of Health Economics, Vol. 28, 

Nr 6, pp. 1116-1125 (with Michal Myck). 
• Optimal income taxation of lone mothers: an empirical comparison for Britain and 

Germany, Economic Journal, Vol. 119, No. 535, pp. 101-121 (with Richard Blundell, 
Mike Brewer and Andrew Shephard). 

• The Impact of Income Taxation on the Ratio between Reservation and Market Wages 
and the Incentives for Labour Supply, Applied Economics Letters, Vol. 16, Nr. 9, pp 
877-883 (with Marco Caliendo and Ludovica Gambaro). 

• Work incentives: Great Britain, Germany and Poland, compared, Bank i Kredyt, Vol. 39, 
Nr. 1, pp. 5-33 (with L. Morawski and M. Myck). 
 

2005 – 2008 
 

• Making Work Pay for the Elderly Unemployed: Evaluating Alternative Policy Reforms 
for Germany, FinanzArchiv, 2008, 64(3), 380-402 (with Viktor Steiner). 

• Apply with caution: introducing UK-style in-work support in Germany, Fiscal Studies, 
2007, 28(1), 43-72. (with Michal Myck). 

• Mehr Beschäftigung durch Subventionierung der Sozialbeiträge? Eine empirische 
Evaluation aktueller Reformvorschläge, Perspektiven der Wirtschaftspolitik, 2007, 
8(4): 378–388, (with Viktor Steiner). 

• Estimation of multinomial logit models with unobserved heterogeneity using maximum 
simulated likelihood, Stata Journal, 2006, 6, 229-245 (with Arne Uhlendorff). 



• Much Ado About Nothing: Conditional Logit vs. Random Coefficient Models for 
Estimating Labour Supply Elasticities, Applied Economics Letters, 2006, Vol. 13, pp 
251-256.  

• Distributional Effects of the German Tax Reform 2000 - A Behavioral Microsimulation 
Analysis, in Schmollers Jahrbuch - Journal of Applied Social Science Studies, 2005, 
125, 39-49, (with Viktor Steiner). 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS IN VOLUMES: 

 
• Labor Market Effects of the German Tax Reform, in: Dreger, C., Galler, H.P., Walwei, U. 

(eds): Determinants of employment - the macroeconomic view, Nomos, Baden-Baden, 
95-118, 2006, (with Viktor Steiner). 
 
 

PAPERS IN EDITORIAL PROCESS:  
 

• A switch from joint to individual taxation is welfare improving (with Andre Decoster) 
• Estimating dynamic discrete choice models with unobserved heterogeneity: the 

advantage of Bayesian procedures (with D. Kemptner and A. Uhlendorff)  
• Longevity, Life-cycle Behavior and Pension Reform (2011) Netspar Discussion Paper 

No. 04/2011-036 (with Victoria Prowse)  
• The design of unemployment insurance: Evidence from a dynamic structural life-cycle 

model (with Victoria Prowse)  
• Empirical welfare analysis in random utility models of labour supply (with Andre 

Decoster) 
• How can the transfer system affect the working behavior of low skilled men? - Evidence 

from a dynamic structural life cycle model, IZA Discussion Paper, 3480, July 2008 (with 
V. Prowse and A. Uhlendorff)  
 

 
CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS: 

 
• Parental leave, child care and female employment (with Johannes Geyer and Katharina 

Wrohlich) 
• Welfare regimes and the relationship between health and employment (with Michal 

Myck) 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS IN OTHER JOURNALS/ POLICY REPORTS: 

 
 

• Einkommensteuer-Spitzensatz: Wieder Spielraum nach oben? (with Stefan Bach), DIW 
Wochenbericht Nr. XX/2011. 

• Reform des Ehegattensplittings: Nur eine reine Individualbesteuerung zeigt Wirkung 
(with Stefan Bach, Johannes Geyer and  Katharina Wrohlich), DIW Wochenbericht Nr. 
41/2011. 

• Kinderbetreuung versus Kindergeld: Sind mehr Geburten und höhere Beschäftigung 
möglich? (with Katharina Wrohlich), DIW Wochenbericht Nr. 30/2010. 



• Documentation of the Tax-Benefit Microsimulation Model: Version 2008 Berlin, DIW 
Data Dokumentation 31, 2008 (with Viktor Steiner, Katharina Wrohlich and Johannes 
Geyer). 

• Optimal Income Transfer Programmes and Employment in an Ageing Society - Britain 
and Germany Compared, AGF-Report, Anglo-German Foundation, 2007 (with Richard 
Blundell, Mike Brewer, James Browne, Michal Myck and Viktor Steiner). 

• Wirkungsstudie "Elterngeld": Gutachten des DIW Berlin im Auftrag des 
Bundesministeriums für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend, 2006 (with Charlotte 
Büchner, Christian Schmitt, C. Katharina Spieß and Katharina Wrohlich). 

• Reformkonzepte zur Einkommens- und Ertragsbesteuerung: Erhebliche Aufkommens- 
und Verteilungswirkungen, aber relativ geringe Effekte auf das Arbeitsangebot  (with 
Stefan Bach, Achim Rudolph and Viktor Steiner), DIW Wochenbericht Nr. 16/2004. 

• Modelle für die Vermögensbesteuerung von natürlichen Personen, 
Kapitalgesellschaften – Konzept, Aufkommen, wirtschaftliche Wirkung, DIW Berlin: 
Politikberatung Kompakt 1, 2004 (with Stefan Bach , Ralf Maiterth and Caren Sureth). 
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